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CITY OF DEXTER 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  

REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, November 16, 2020 

7:00 pm 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairperson Mekas called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

B. ROLL CALL: 

P. Mekas, Chair, participating remotely from the City of Dexter, Michigan 

D. Wise, Vice Chair, participating remotely from the City of Dexter, Michigan   

C. Hill, PC Rep., participating remotely from Knoxville Tennessee 

C. Wallaker, participating remotely from the City of Dexter, Michigan   

Z. Michels, CC Rep., participating remotely from the City of Dexter, Michigan  

Also attending remotely: Mike Auerbach, Assistant Planner,  Mr. Paul Deters, Metro Detroit 

Signs.  

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. July 20, 2020 Meeting Minutes  

Moved Wallaker; support Wise to approve the July 20, 2020 Meeting Minutes as 

presented in the meeting packet. 

Unanimous voice vote in approval. 

D. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Moved Wise; support Wallaker to approve the agenda as presented. 

Unanimous voice vote in approval.  

E. STAFF REPORT 

Mr. Auerbach presented the Community Development Manger report as included in the 

meeting packet.  

F. SITE INSPECTION (CONDUCT ON OWN) 

G. CONFLICT OF INTEREST/EX PARTE DISCLOSURE 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. AP2020.21-04 ZBA 7039 Dexter-Ann Arbor Road, variance requests from Section 

7.04(1)(A) and 7.04(2) of the City of Dexter Zoning Ordinance. 

Applicant: Metro Detroit Signs 

Requests: 1. A 3.3 square-foot variance from the one (1) square foot of sign area 

per one (1) lineal foot of building frontage per tenant limit established 

in Section 7.04(1)(A) of the City of Dexter Zoning Ordinance. 
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2. A 47.6 square-foot variance from the 42 square-foot building sign area 

limit established in Section 7.04(2) of the City of Dexter Zoning 

Ordinance. 

Mr. Auerbach presented the staff report as included in the meeting packet and 

discussed how the site’s setback from Dexter-Ann Arbor Road and Dexter-Ann 

Arbor’s posted speed limit could create a practical difficulty, but that the Board will 

need to determine if this meets the criteria of an extraordinary circumstance, and if 

granting the requested variance would do substantial justice to the applicant and 

similarly-zoned properties. The applicant, represented by Mr. Paul Deters, presented 

the variance request to the Board and responded to questions. 

Chairperson Mekas opened the public hearing at 7:28pm. Mr. Kyle Marsh of 7820 

Fourth Street submitted an email communication expressing his opposition to the 

requested variances, which Mr. Auerbach presented. No other public comments 

were offered, and Chairperson Mekas closed the public hearing at 7:30pm. 

Following the public hearing and a discussion by the Board regarding the facts of the 

case, the Board took the following action: 

Moved by Wallaker, with support from Wise; 

Based on the information provided by the applicant and staff at the November 16, 

2020 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting, the Board determines that the variances 

requested in application AP2020.21-04 ZBA 7039 Dexter-Ann Arbor Road, submitted 

by Metro Detroit Signs on behalf of Dollar Tree for property located at 7039 Dexter-

Ann Arbor Road in the Dexter Crossing Commercial Center, 7061 Dexter-Ann Arbor 

Road, Dexter, MI 48130 (08-08-08-200-021), FAILS TO MEET the criteria required for 

considering a variance request, pursuant to Section 24.06(A). 

Therefore, let it be resolved the Zoning Board of Appeals DOES NOT GRANT the 

following variances: 

1. A 3.3 square-foot variance from the one (1) square foot of sign area per one (1) 

lineal foot of building frontage per tenant limit established in Section 7.04(1)(A) of 

the City of Dexter Zoning Ordinance. 

2. A 47.6 square-foot variance from the 42 square-foot building sign area limit 

established in Section 7.04(2) of the City of Dexter Zoning Ordinance. 

Let it further be resolved that a maximum a building sign with an area of 89.6 square 

feet shall NOT BE PERMITTED in order for the applicant to construct a building sign 

The determination was made based on the following findings, per Section 24.06(A), 

of the City of Dexter Zoning Ordinance: 

1. The standard of Practical Difficulties is not met. 

2. The standard of Substantial Justice is not met. 

3. The standard of Extraordinary Circumstances is not met. 

Ayes: Hill, Wise, Wallaker, Michels, Mekas 



 

ZBA Meeting Minutes Page 3 of 3 November 16, 2020 

 

Nays: None 

Motion carries, variances are denied.  

I. OTHER BUSINESS 

1. Selection of ZBA representative to Zoning Ordinance Update Subcommittee.  

 

Mr. Wallaker volunteered to serve as the Board’s representative to the Zoning 

Ordinance Update Subcommittee.   

 

J. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved Wise; support Wallaker to adjourn the meeting at 7:49pm. 

Chairperson Mekas declared the meeting adjourned without object. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mike Auerbach 

Assistant Planner     Approved for filing: December 21, 2020  

 

 


